
 
Gardens of the Midwest 

                     September 18 – 22, 2014  
 

“Searching for gems in your own backyard” is the theme for the 
Arboretum’s fall tour this coming September.  We’ve decided to 
stay near home and visit some of the beautiful gardens closer to 
us, in Chicago, Milwaukee and Madison.  We’ll spend a 
weekend visiting one of the Midwest’s hidden gems in 
Milwaukee, most recently rated as the #4 destination for 2014 
by Jetsetter magazine.  Beautifully situated on Lake Michigan, 
90 miles north of Chicago, Milwaukee has often been 
overshadowed by its larger neighbor to the south.  But with a 
rich ethnic mix of German, Polish, Slavic, Irish, Italian and 
Hispanic cultures, Milwaukee is truly a delight – a Great Place 
on a Great Lake, as it’s often called.  And we’ll visit several 
great gardens in Chicago as well. 
 

Milwaukee Lakefront and Skyline 
 

On our way to our overnight in Chicago, we’ll stop at the 
Rotary Botanical Gardens in Janesville, an award winning, 20-
acre non-profit botanic garden; home to many dramatic and 
themed gardens.  The next morning we’ll visit Morton 
Arboretum as well as the Chicago Botanic Garden.   
 
The Morton Arboretum was founded in 1922 by Joy Morton, of 
the Morton Salt Company, which he began in 1885.  His vision is 
the Garden’s mission to “collect and study trees, shrubs, and 
other plants from around the world.”   The inspiration for the 
Arboretum was his father, J. Sterling Morton (1832–1902), who 
was the founder of the original Arbor Day. Over the decades, the 
Arboretum has continued to evolve, while staying true to the 
Morton family motto, to “Plant Trees.” 
 
The Chicago Botanic Garden opened a little more than 40 years 
ago, and it has matured into one of the world's great living 
museums and conservation science centers. With over 50,000 
members, it has one of the largest memberships of any U.S. 
Botanic Garden.  Each year, nearly one million people visit the 

Garden's 26 gardens and four natural areas, uniquely situated 
on 385 acres of land on and around nine islands. Six miles of 
shoreline extend along 81 acres of water, including the Great 
Basin, North Lake, and Skokie River Corridor. The Garden also 
has a renowned Bonsai Collection. 
   
In Milwaukee, we’ll visit two major botanical gardens – Boerner 
Botanical Gardens as well as the Mitchell Park Conservatory, 
three glass-enclosed domes containing arid, tropical and 
seasonal displays.  We’ll also tour the Milwaukee Art Museum on 
the Lakefront with its recent addition designed by world-famous 
architect Santiago Calatrava and visit Villa Terrace, an Italian-
style mansion with a Renaissance Garden overlooking Lake 
Michigan. 
  
Charles Whitnall, Secretary of the Parks Commission from 1907-
41, was a strong proponent of public land acquisition along 
Milwaukee’s lakefront and waterways.  A lifelong dream of Mr. 
Whitnall’s was to locate and set aside a large tract of land as a 
haven for city dwellers – a place people could go to enjoy lakes, 
streams, wildlife, flowers and trees.  In 1929, when Whitnall was 
70 years of age, he led the effort to create a magnificent park 
space for his fellow citizens.  
 
Olbrich Botanical Garden in Madison has been voted one of the 
top 10 most inspiring gardens by Horticulture Magazine. The 
Bolz Conservatory at the garden features 750 species of tropical 
plants from Florida and Central and South America and the Thai 
garden, with its gold leaf-accented teak Pavilion, is the only 
authentic one in the continental U.S.  The University of 
Wisconsin Arboretum features many distinct ecological 
communities, several horticultural collections, effigy mounds, 
historic artifacts, a Visitor Center and more than 20 miles of a 
trail system composed of footpaths, boardwalks and fire lanes. 
 
While we’re in Milwaukee, you’ll be treated to a half-day guided 
tour of Milwaukee, focusing on the history of Milwaukee and it’s 
many diverse neighborhoods by John Gurda, noted author and 
historian, and the producer of the award winning series “The 
Making of Milwaukee”, often shown on PBS stations here in the 
Twin Cities and elsewhere.   
 
We’ll stay in the heart of Milwaukee, as our hotel is located just 
east of the Milwaukee River, and about 6 blocks from Lake 
Michigan, with many fine Milwaukee restaurants nearby.   
 
This is another great tour designed by Peter Olin. And if you 
make your reservation and deposit by March 1, you can save 
$50 off the price of the tour as well!  
 
 
 

Tour price: $1,395 per person, based on double occu pancy 
($1,345 if booked by March 1, 2014) 

Single supplement $350 extra 
Note: Non-members of the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum add $100 to tour cost. 

  



TOUR ITINERARY  
 
Thursday, September 18 
Morning departure from the Arboretum parking lot in Chanhassen 
(cars can be parked there while on tour).  Specially prepared 
lunches will be available during the bus ride as we head towards 
Chicago.  En route, we’ll stop at the Rotary Botanical Garden in 
Janesville.  Following our visit we board our coach to continue on 
to our hotel in Chicago.  We’ll check into the hotel and the evening 
is free for you to dine at leisure (on own).                             .    L 
 
Friday, September 19 
After breakfast, we depart the hotel for Morton Arboretum, located 
near to our hotel.  We’ll visit here in the morning before departing 
for the Chicago Botanic Garden.  Upon arrival at the garden, we’ll 
enjoy lunch at the garden’s restaurant, and afterwards, we’ll 
explore the garden at leisure.  Later in the afternoon, we’ll board 
our coach for our 90 minute drive to Milwaukee and our hotel for 
the next three nights.  After checking into our hotel, we depart via 
coach for dinner – a Milwaukee tradition of an old-fashioned Fish 
Fry—and a specialty of this area.  Following our dinner, we return 
to our hotel for overnight.                                                    B L D 
 
Saturday, September 20 
Milwaukee has long been known for its historic neighborhoods,  its   
ethnic diversity, and its rich architectural heritage. See a  generous   
sampling of the city’s past — and its present — on this half-day 
bus tour of Old Milwaukee. From Lake Park to Pigsville, from beer 
barons’ mansions to Polish flats, the tour will open your eyes to 
treasures off the beaten path, led by historian John Gurda. We’ll 
stop for lunch after the tour and then continue on to the Boerner 
Botanical Garden and following that visit, we’ll tour the Mitchell Park 
Conservatory (the Domes) as we head back towards our hotel.  
This evening, you are free to explore and dine in Milwaukee on 
your own.                                                                                 B L 
 
Sunday, September 21 
After breakfast this morning, we visit the Milwaukee Art Museum, 
located near our hotel on Lake Michigan.  With over 30,000 works 
of art, the Museum includes the War Memorial Center, designed by 
Finnish-American architect Eero Saarinen, the Kahler Building and 
the Quadracci Pavilion (2001), created by Spanish architect 
Santiago Calatrava.  Afterwards we’ll stop for lunch and then visit 
Villa Terrace Museum with its Renaissance Garden overlooking 
Lake Michigan.  The Garden recreates the classic elements of a 
16th century Tuscan landscape while accommodating the vagaries 
of the Wisconsin Climate.  The Decorative Arts Museum includes 
furnishings and works of art from the 15th through the 18th 
centuries. The mansion was originally the family residence of Lloyd 
R. Smith, president of the A.O. Smith Company, designed and built 
in the style of a 16th century Northern Italian villa. Afterwards, we 
return to our hotel, where the balance of the day is at leisure. B L 
 
Monday, September 22 
We leave Milwaukee this morning and stop in Madison, where we 
visit the University of Wisconsin Arboretum as well as the Olbrich 
Botanical Garden and Bolz Conservatory.  Lunch is included during 
our visit today, and following our time in Madison, we’ll board our 
coach for return to Minneapolis.                                               B L 
 

To sign up for this tour, contact Peter Olin 
olinx002@umn.edu  or 952-443-1412. 

 
Your donation to the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum supports 
our efforts to help less fortunate public gardens in other parts of the 
world in their plant conservation efforts.  
 
Note: In order to qualify for the member’s price, e ach traveler 
must be a member of the Minnesota Landscape Arboret um.  
Contact the Arboretum for membership info at 952-44 3-1440. 

 

 
              Boerner Botanical Gardens - Milwaukee 
 
This outstanding tour includes : 

• Four nights’ deluxe hotel accommodation  
• Breakfast daily  
• Five lunches 
• One dinner  
• Sightseeing as indicated in the itinerary  
• Deluxe motor coach transportation throughout tour 
• Pre-departure information 
• All taxes and service charges while on tour  
• Escorted by Peter Olin 
• A $200 tax-deductible contribution to the Arboretum 

 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS  
Deposit due with booking: $500 per person  
Final payment due: June 1, 2014  
 
Cancellation Fees: 
    Until June 1:                                  $100 
    June 1 – August 15                  50% of tour cost 
    August 16 or later                        no refund 
   

Tour Cost :  
$1,395 per person, double occupancy  
$1,345 if booked and on deposit by March 1, 2014  

$350 additional, single supplement  
(Non-members of  the Arboretum add $100) 
 

OUR HOTELS  
Hilton Hotel – Lisle/Naperville 
This hotel is located next to the Morton Arboretum, with over 
300 rooms.  Each room features a king bed with sleeper sofa 
or two double beds¸ high-speed Internet access,  LCD flat 
screen TV with cable television, pay-per-view movies, and a 
coffee maker with coffee. Allgauer’s Restaurant in the hotel is 
an award winning restaurant with a 25 year history of providing 
dining excellence and quality service. 
  
Milwaukee Marriott Downtown Hotel  
This hotel combines luxury and convenience in a premier 
downtown location. This historic Milwaukee hotel is ideally 
located in the heart of East Town, and walking distance from 
the Third Ward district, the shores of Lake Michigan, and the 
Milwaukee River Walk. Amenities include property-wide Wi-Fi 
access and a 24-hour business center. The stylish guest 
rooms boast flat-screen TVs with cable. Its restaurant – 
Millioke -- has a delicious menu of Midwestern cuisine and 
craft brews for dinner.



 

 
Ground Cover Garden at Morton Arboretum 

 

 

 
Display at the Chicago Botanic Garden 

 
 
 

 
At the Rotary Botanic Garden – Janesville 

 

 
Thai Pavilion at Olbrich Botanical Garden - Madison 

 
 

 
Calatrava Wing of Milwaukee Art Museum 

 

 
The Domes – Mitchell Park Conservatory, Milwaukee 


